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By D o na ld  P ilcher
162
To see his f irs t design rea lised  in p ractise  is perhaps 
the  most im p o rta n t step, and  o fte n  the  most p a in fu l one, 
in a n y  a rch itec t's  educa tion . A n y  o p p o rtu n ity  should  
the re fo re  be we lcom ed w h ich  enables the  s tudent to  see 
his im ag in ed  form s constructed in three  d im ensions d uring  
his course o f  study: and  such an  o p p o rtu n ity  was seized 
upon  in the  case o f  the  m ounting  o f  the  ann ua l e x h ib it io n  
o f  w o rk  a t the  U n ive rs ity  o f  the  W itw a te rs ra n d .
S tudents w ere  presented w ith  the  p rob lem  in  the  form  
o f a one  d a y  sketch w h ich  was set to  f in a l ye a r students. 
The p rogram m e stated the  scope o f  the  w o rk  to  be 
e xh ib ite d , in c lu d in g  as it  d id  d ra w in gs , m odels, research 
studies a nd  theses in book fo rm . The dim ensions were 
a lso  g iven o f  the  s tan d ard  screens w h ich  a re  p e rm an e n tly  
a v a ila b le  fo r  this sort o f  e x h ib it io n , and  i t  w as suggested 
th a t ce rta in  ex is ting  p rope rties, such as trestles, stools, 
T-squares, etc., m igh t be used im a g in a tiv e ly  as e lem ents 
c o n trib u tin g  to  the  scheme. Beyond this, i t  was stated 
th a t a sum o f  f iv e  pounds w o u ld  be m ade a v a ila b le  
fo r  b uy ing  m a te ria ls  fo r  m ounting  the  e x h ib it io n . W ith  
the  basic co nd itio ns  presented in  this fo rm , the  p rob lem  
a p p e a re d  to  be one  e ssen tia lly  o f  cre a ting  in teresting  
a rch itec tu ra l form s o u t o f  ex trem e ly  lim ited  m a te r ia l.
The sketches p roduced  m any im a g in a tiv e  ideas a lon g  
these lines, but the  most im p o rta n t fa c t w h ich  em erged 
in c ritic is ing  them was th a t th is was a  re a l a rch itec tu ra l 
p rob lem , th a t is to  say one  in w h ich  fo rm  a nd  space 
cou ld  be h an d led  im a g in a tiv e ly  to  crea te  a rch itec tu ra l, 
as a ga in s t m ere ly  deco ra tive , fo rm . This arose n a tu ra lly  
from  the p rob lem  o f  su bd iv id in g  the  g iven vo lum e o f  the 
s tud io  in  w h ich  the  e x h ib it io n  was to  be housed. The 
h o riz o n ta l subd iv is ion o f  the  space, its p la n n in g  to  produce  
the  necessary succession o f e xh ib it io n  areas, w as o bv io u s ly  
a basic co nd itio n  o f  the  fu n c tio n a l p ro b le m , and  it 
becam e c le a r tha t, b y  in te g ra tin g  the  so lu tion  w ith  the 
suggestion o f  a h o r izon ta l subd iv is ion , the  w h o le  could  
be m o d e lled  to  g ive  a most d ynam ic  p la y  o f  form .
Six schemes w ere  selected from  am ong the  sketches 
w h ich  had  ach ieved  good  so lu tions a lo n g  these lines, and  
the  authors w e re  commissioned to  p u t them in to  e ffe c t, 
the  suggestion be ing  m ade th a t by discussion am ong 
themselves, th e y  shou ld  a rrive  a t the  f in a l scheme. It 
e v e n tu a lly  tra nsp ire d  th a t a s ing le  scheme, the  design 
o f  M . P. C rosby, was ca rried  o u t a lm ost in its en tire ty .
In th is scheme, a  s h a llo w  p lan e  runn ing  a bo ve  the 
screens suggested the  h o r iz o n ta l subd ivisions o f  the  space, 
and  p ro v ide d  a g round  fo r  titles . It w as fo rm e d  o f  b lue 
co rru ga ted  ca rd b o a rd  on a fra m e  o f  la ths, and  had 
tim b e r supports w h ich  w ere  cut to  an e le g a n t s tructu ra l 
fo rm . In fa c t, the  s tan d ard  o f d e ta ilin g  w as v e ry  polished
th ro u g h o u t the  e x h ib it io n . The p la n e  a lso  had  a d ire c ­
t io n a l va lue , a nd  in th is i t  w as re in fo rce d  b y  a  lin e a r 
p a tte rn  o f  adhesive  tap e  on  the  f lo o r . In te rw oven  w ith  
this m a jo r d e f in it io n  w e re  tw o  m odels o f  s tring  and  w o od  
w h ich  suggested an  a bs tra c t m o d e llin g  o f  space. The 
sm a lle r “ space m o d e l"  w as based on tw o  in te rp e n e tra tin g  
w o od e n  form s w ith  s tring  th rea d ed  betw een them , w h ile  
the  la rg e r m odel used a tim b e r mast w h ich  w as c a re fu lly  
shaped to  show  a  d ynam ic  tw is t in its fo rm  w hen  seen 
fro m  a n y  a n g le . From th is mast, cages o f  s trin g  w ere  
th rea d ed  in several d irec tions . The resu lting  e ffe c t was 
one o f  a  ve ry  liv e ly  p la y  o f space in a ll d ire c tion s , w h ile  
the re  w as a cons tan t in te rest m a in ta in e d  by the  ch an g ing  
re la tion sh ips  betw een the  various cages o f  s tring .
The va lue  is obv ious o f  th is p ra c tica l essay to  the  
students w h o  c a rrie d  it  ou t. It m ay a lso  have he lped  
to  m ake o th e r students, and  even the  p u b lic  w h o  v is ited  
the  e x h ib it io n , a w a re  o f  ce rta in  fo rm a l and  sp a tia l va lues 
in a rch itec tu ra l design.
F in a lly  it  w o u ld  seem to  be w o rth  re p e a tin g  th a t the 
scheme w as ca rried  out, no t, i t  must be a d m itte d , fo r  
the  s tip u la te d  fiv e  pounds, but fo r  an e xp e n d itu re  o f 
seven pounds, ten sh illin g s . This is som eth ing  w h ich  m ay 
have a b ea rin g  on the  presen t p red icam en t o f  a rch itec tu re  
in  g en e ra l in d em on stra tin g  the  am ount o f  design va lue  
w h ich  can be o b ta in e d  w ith  a lim ited  e x pe nd itu re  and  
a restric ted  use o f  m a te r ia l.
The illustrations show general views of the exhibition of the w ork of 
students of the School of Architecture, University of the W itwaters­
rand held in June, 1949.
Photography by Derrick A. Bridge. B.Arch.V
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UN IVER SITY OF TH E W ITW ATERSR AN D SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
T W E N T Y - F I F T H  A N N U A L  E X H I B I T I O N  A N D  P R I Z E - G I V I N G
A D D R E S S  O F  THE A C T I N G  D EA N  OF  TH E  F A C U L T Y  OF  AR CH ITECTU RE ,  MR. W .  D. HO W IE
The President o f  the  T ransvaa l P rov inc ia l Institu te  o f 
A rch itects , the  President o f  the  C h ap te r o f  South A fr ica n  
Q u a n tity  Surveyors, P rofessor M e irin g , Professor Pearse, 
Ladies a nd  G en tlem en:
It is w ith  the  g re a te s t p leasu re  th a t I w e lcom e you, 
on b e h a lf  o f  Professor Fassler w h o  is a t present on an 
ex te n de d  to u r overseas, a nd  on b e h a lf o f  the  S ta ff and 
Students o f the  Faculty, to  o u r tw e n ty - f if th  fun c tio n  o f 
th is k in d . W h ile  the  tw e n ty - f if th  a nn ive rsa ry  o f  the 
school w as c e leb ra ted  th ree  years b ack, an e lem en t o f 
c e le b ra tio n  is n o t m issing fro m  the  presen t e xh ib it io n .
* * * * *
Ek w il o ok  g ra a g  'n  p a a r w o o rd e  van h a r tl ik e  ver- 
w e lko m in g  aan  ons v rien de  en studente  v a n a f Pretoria  
se U n ive rs ite it r ig . Ek beskou met p les ie r d ie  v rie n d e like  
b e tre kk in ge  w a t met m eer as 'n  sweem van kom petis ie  
g ek le u r w o rd , w a t tussen ons tw ee un ive rs ite ite  bestaan . 
A lh o e w e l ons g es la a g  het in d ie  v rie n d s k a p lik e  krieke t- 
w e ds tryd  w a t o n la n gs  p laa sg ev ind  het, is d a a r m iskien 
reeds a nd e r toe s tan d e  w a a r in  ons d ie  P re to ria -s tuden te  
kon oorskadu .
* * * * *
W e  a re  honou red , too , to -d a y  b y  the  presence o f 
Dr. G o rdo n  Leith; o f  M r. Furner, w hom  w e  a re  p leased  io  
re ta in  in  harness; o f  M r. G o rdo n  M cIn tosh , one o f our firs t 
g radua tes  a nd  va lu e d  fr ie n d  w h o  is s h o rtly  to  receive 
a fu r th e r academ ic q u a lif ic a t io n , the  D ip lom a  in Town 
P la nn in g ; a nd  o f  M r. C a stle ton, whose  firm  has g iven us 
support in an in v a lu a b le  m anner fo r  m any years, supp ly ing  
members o f  the  B oard o f  the  Faculty a nd  Lecturers in 
Q u a n tity  Surveying.
The presence o f  these gen tlem en here to -d a y  w il l 
g re a tly  enhance  the  a w a rd  o f  the  prizes the y  have 
g en erou s ly  d o n a te d .
It is a lso  g ra ti fy in g  to  see so m any past students and  
members o f  the  pro fess ions and  th e ir w ives, w h o  continue  
to  ta ke  an in te rest in  the  school.
I shou ld  be  g u il ty  o f  a serious om ission, too , i f  I d id 
n o t w e lcom e  the  paren ts  and  fr ie n d s  o f  the  present 
students to  th is fu n c tio n . I s incere ly  trust th a t a ll w il l 
f in d  s u ffic ien t evidence  in the  w o rk  on e x h ib it io n  to  show 
th a t the  school is a t least m a in ta in in g  its past h igh 
s tan d a rd .
This ye a r w e  have p u t in to  e ffe c t a system o f  lectures 
in re la tio n  to  a rch itec tu ra l design w h ich  is f i l l in g  out 
the  instruction  in the  w id e r spheres o f  design and 
p h iloso p hy . These lectures supp lem ent the  criticisms and 
discussions w h ich  fo l lo w  the  subm ission o f  set w o rk . 
T oge ther the y  a tte m p t to  s tim u la te  th o u g h t and in terest 
beyond  the  lim ited  range  o f  experience  w h ich  is covered 
by p ra c tica l studies. In the  sen io r ye a r the  Thursday 
lectures have in fused  a new in terest and response in 
m atters re la tin g  to  design.
Further, w h ile  the  Ins titu te 's  inspection  com m ittee, 
whose re p o rt is now  a v a ila b le  to  us, has tre a te d  us 
re la tiv e ly  k in d ly , w e  a re  in the  process o f  fo l lo w in g  up 
the  recom m endations fo r  im provem ent w h ich  w e re  m ade.
Turn ing  n ow  to  m atters o f  d e p a rtm e n ta l m om ent, I 
shou ld  like  to  g ive you the  substance o f  our ann ua l re p o rt.
Professor Fassler le ft  a t the  beg in n ing  o f  the ye a r fo r  
an e x tended  tou r o f  Europe, E ng land  a nd  A m erica , w here  
he is v is itin g  numerous schools and  supp lem enting  
experiences p rev ious ly  g a in e d . He w il l be re tu rn in g  a t 
the  beg in n ing  o f A ugust. M r. A ngus S tew art resigned 
his post a t the  end o f  last ye a r. D uring the  tim e he 
was w ith  us he p roved  h im se lf an e rud ite  teacher and 
c ritic , w hom  w e  w ere  ve ry  sorry to  lose. I am g la d  to  
say, how ever, th a t the  p os ition  has been f i l le d  most a b ly  
by M r. D ona ld  Pilcher, w h o  has jo ined  the  perm anent 
s ta ff.
W ith  the  presen t la rg e  numbers in  the  Faculty w e 
a re  fo r tu n a te  in  re ta in in g  the  assistance o f  M r. Tom aselli 
and  M r. P in fo ld  in A rch itectu re , M r. Rex M ilfo rd  in 
Q u a n tity  Surveying, a nd  Dr. Stein Lessing, Mrs. Berry, 
Miss Leonard a nd  M r. P o rtw ay  in Fine A rts, as w e ll as 
M r. H a y  S haw , w h o  came fro m  E ng land  fo r  one year. 
W e  sha ll be so rry  to  lose him a t the  end o f th is m onth. 
Ir. a d d itio n  M r. Knutzen and  M r. M orgenstern  have come 
to  assist in  s tud io  w o rk  fo r  the  leave periods o f  Professor 
Fassler and  m yself.
W hen  the  num bers o f  students a t presen t in the 
Faculty a re  considered  it  is a lre a d y  a p p re c ia te d  how  in v a lu ­
a b le  has been the  tea ch ing  co n tribu tion  o f  the s ta ff 
members on the  tem po ra ry  es tab lishm ent over the  past 
fe w  years. W h ile  num bers o f  students must show  a
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d ec line  as the  la rg e  numbers o f ex-servicem en g ra du a te , 
y e t i t  is a p p a re n t tha t, w ith  the  g ro w in g  dem and fo r  
tra in in g  in the  p ro fess ion, the  w h o le  p os ition  must be 
rev iew ed, n o t m ere ly from  the  v ie w p o in t o f  the  numbers 
o f students g a in in g  e n try  to  the  Faculty, b u t the  num ber 
w h ich  can be a d e q u a te ly  tra in e d  by w h a t must be, com ­
p a ra tiv e ly  speaking, a seriously dep le te d  s ta ff ,  once the 
ex-servicem en have q u a lif ie d .
F o llo w in g  the  un tim e ly  dea th  o f M r. R ichard N ie b uh r 
last year, w e  w ere  d e e p ly  touched to  learn  th a t this 
ta le n te d  young  a rch itec t had bequea thed  a generous sum 
o f m oney to  the School, w h ich  it  is in ten de d  to  use to 
e nd ow  a b ursary in his m em ory. It is indeed  f it t in g ,  I 
th ink  you w il l agree , th a t a  young  man w h o  w as such 
an enthusiastic expo ne n t o f  a rch itectu re  should  be so 
com m em orated.
A t the  tw o  g ra d u a tio n  ceremonies th is year, M arch 
and  June, there w il l have been 15 Bachelors o f  A rc h i­
tectu re  g ra d u a te d ; 7  A rch itects a nd  15 Q u a n tity  Surveyors 
w il l have received D ip lom as, 1 Q u a n tity  S urveyor the 
C e rtifica te , and 1 1 p os t-g ra du a te  D ip lom as in Town 
P lann ing  w il l have been a w a rd e d . This to ta l o f  49  is 
lik e ly  to  be d w a rfe d  by the  p o te n tia l to ta l o f  125 next 
year.
T w e n ty -tw o  students in this Faculty have been 
des igna ted  Scholars o f the Un ivers ity  fo r  the 1948 Session, 
a nd  o f those I am p leased to  record, 14 w ere  ex-serv ice ­
men.
* * * *  *
I had  occasion recen tly , in my v a le d ic to ry  address as 
President o f  the  Transvaa l P rovincia l Institu te , to  d ra w  
a tte n tio n  to  the pos ition  o f  students, in c lu d in g  ex-serv ice ­
men w h o  w il l be g ra d u a tin g  a t the  end o f  the  year. The 
b ra ke  on b u ild in g  a c tiv ity  w h ich  f in a n c ia l s tringency  is 
a p p ly in g  is resu lting  in an  a p p a re n t recession in the 
b u ild in g  in du s try  a t the  present time. W h ile  it  is im ­
poss ib le  to  p re d ic t deve lopm ents, I w o u ld  urge the  
Institu te  and  C h ap te r to  take  cognisance o f the  s itu a tio n .
The num ber o f  students in the  Faculty this ye a r is as 
fo llo w s :—
2 72  Students re a d in g  fo r  the  Degree, D ip lom a  and  
C e rtifica te  in A rch itec tu re .
83 S tudents re a d in g  fo r  the Degree, D ip lom a and  
C e rtifica te  in Q u a n tity  S urveying.
31 Students re a d in g  fo r  the  P ost-g radua te  D ip lom a 
in  Town P lann ing.
22 Students re a d in g  fo r  the  B.A. in Fine A rts .
154 Students a tte n d in g  lectures in Fine A rts.
The to ta l o f 562  shows a s lig h t d ro p  as com pared  
w ith  las t year's  to ta l o f  581 .
For the firs t tim e in m any years the  Fine A rts  D e p a rt­
m ent is n o t represen ted  on the  e x h ib it io n . W h ile  th is is 
n o t in ten de d  to  crea te  a p recedent, ye t due to  the  revis ion 
a nd  co n so lid a tio n  o f the  p o lic y  o f  tra in in g , w ith  emphasis 
on basic p rinc ip les  and  techn ique  in d ra w in g  and  p a in tin g , 
the  w o rk  w h ich  has resu lted up to  the  p resen t is n o t in 
a fo rm  su itab le  fo r  e xh ib it io n .
A n  even t w h ich  is a lto g e th e r unique  in this school 
w il l be the  fo rth c o m in g  v is it o f  M r. A n to n y  C h itty , one 
o f  the  fo rem ost a rch ite c t-to w n  p lanners in B rita in . This 
v is it w il l be e n tire ly  due to  the  e ffo rts  o f  the  S tudent's 
A rch itec tu ra l Society and  is m ade poss ib le  by the  V is itin g  
Lecturers Trust Fund.
It is lik e ly  th a t M r. C h itty  w il l spend f iv e  weeks in 
the  Faculty, the  rem a in ing  three  be ing  le ft  open  fo r  him 
to  see o th e r parts  o f  the  coun try . Further e ffo rts  are  
b e ing  m ade to  g e t o th e r em inen t men from  overseas, and  
it  is poss ib le  th a t M r. Russell H itchcock w il l be com ing 
from  A m erica  in the  n ea r fu tu re . The Society is to  be 
c o n g ra tu la te d  in the  successful deve lopm ents in this 
regard .
It rem ains fo r  me to  th a n k  the  Transvaa l P rov inc ia l 
Ins titu te  o f  A rch itects  and  the  C h ap te r o f S.A. Q u a n tity  
Surveyors fo r  d o n a tin g  the  prizes w h ich  a re  to  be 
presented to -d a y , as w e ll as the  donors o f  the  specia l 
prizes, nam ely, M r. Burton, Messrs. Farrow , Laing & 
M cK echnie , M r. Furner, Dr. G ordon  Leith, a nd  M r. G ordon  
M cIntosh, w h o  has d o n a te d  the  Frank G ordo n  M cIntosh 
Prize in m em ory o f  his fa th e r .
Rendered perspective of a Public Fountain. R. D. Middleton, B.Arch.l.
165
I have p leasu re  in c a llin g  upon  the  President o f  the
T ransvaa l P rov inc ia l Ins titu te , M r. Irv ine  Smith to  present
the  prizes in a rch itec tu re , and  to  address you.
TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL INSTITUTE PRIZES.
FIRST YEAR: 1. E. N . Finsen. 2. R. D. M id d le to n .
SECOND YEAR: 1. P. M . M o ir . 2 . R. H. W a rin g .
THIRD YEAR: 1. A . A . P itt. 2 . D. C hriste lis.
FIFTH YEAR: 1. J. M o rg en s te rn . 2. R. K. W a lk e r.
D. M . BURTON PRIZE (b e s t a ll- ro u n d  student in a n y  y e a r ) : 
P. M . M o ir.
A . S. FURNER PRIZE (best and  most o r ig in a l design in a ny  
y e a r ) : J. S. B. T a y lo r.
G O R D O N  LEITH PRIZE (7 5 %  in f in a l year e xam ina tions  
a nd  co ns is te n tly  g o o d ) :  J. M orgenstern .
LOUIS BUSTIN PRIZE (b e s t so lu tion  o f p la n n in g  problem  
in a n y  y e a r ) : M . P. Crosby, 
in f in a l y e a r ) :  R. K. W a lk e r.
FRANK G O R D O N  M clNTO SH PRIZE (b e s t construction  w o rk
A group of models of small cottages designed and made by First Year 
Students.
A D D R E S S  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  T . P . I . A . ,  MR.  C .  C.  I R V I N E - S M I T H
The a c ting  Dean o f  the  Faculty o f A rch itec tu re , the 
President o f  the  C h ap te r o f South A fr ic a n  Q u a n tity  
Surveyors, Professor M e irin g , Ladies a nd  G entlem en, 
on b e h a lf  o f  the  T ransvaa l P rov inc ia l Ins titu te  o f  A rch itects , 
m ay I express m y a p p re c ia tio n  o f  yo u r kindness in in v itin g  
me to  be presen t here this a fte rn o o n  to  present the  prizes. 
It is fo r  me a g re a t p riv ile g e  to  re turn  to  the  Un ivers ity  
in th is c a p a c ity  a fte r  hav ing  le ft  it as a s tudent some 
ten years a g o . D uring  these ten years yo u r school o f 
A rch itec tu re  has g ro w n  fro m  s treng th  to  s trength  and  
co n s id e ra b ly  increased  the scope o f  its ac tiv ities , and  the 
s tan d a rd  o f  the  e xh ib itio n s  is s till n e a rly  as goo d  as those 
o f  ten years a go .
* * * * *
T o -d a y  I w o u ld  like  to  speak to  you a b o u t our 
p ro fessions and  some o f the  prob lem s fa c in g  us now  
a nd  in  the  nea r fu tu re .
Three years a go , w hen address ing  a s im ila r g a th e r in g  
to  th is o ne  a t the  P re to ria  U n ive rs ity , a predecessor o f 
m ine— Professor Fassler— said  this o f  the  pro fess ions:—  
“ O u r p ro fess ion  I m a in ta in  is one o f the  most 
im p o rta n t, because w h e th e r th e y  w ish it  o r not peop le  
ca nn o t g e t a w a y  from  b u ild in g s . They are sur­
ro u nd ed  b y  them  in the  c ity  streets, th e y  a re  enve loped  
by them a t th e ir  w o rk  and  in th e ir  homes, th e y  a ffo rd  
she lte r fro m  the  c ra d le  to  the  g ra v e ."
That is an o b v io u s ly  true sta tem ent, bu t w e  must not 
be lu lle d  in to  the  com p lacen t b e lie f th a t, because b u ild ings  
fo rm  an in e v ita b le  p a r t o f  our occupa tion  o f  the  e a r th ’s 
su rface , the  A rch itec t and  Q u a n tity  S urveyor th e re fo re
a u to m a tic a lly  form  an in e v ita b le  p a rt o f  our social 
structure , and  th a t our pro fessions a re  in d ispensab le  to  
society. This w o u ld  be a fa ta l in ference  to  d ra w  from  
Professor Fassler's hypothesis.
Even in norm al times numerous b u ild ings  are  erected 
w ith o u t the services o f  a Q u a n tity  S urveyor o r an A rch itec t. 
For e xam ple  in Johannesburg , like  a ll o th e r South A fr ica n  
tow ns and cities, the  vast m a jo rity  o f  houses are  designed 
and  erected w ith o u t e ithe r pro fession  be ing  em p loyed . 
This is a state  o f  a ffa irs  tha t has n o t se rious ly  d is turbed  
the  pro fessions, but nevertheless the  Institu te  has m ade 
a ttem p ts to  increase the  A rc h ite c t’s in flue n ce  over housing, 
and , th rou g h  the  N a tio n a l Housing Scheme and  the Small 
House Bureau as a p p lie d  to  the  Sandringham  scheme, 
has met w ith  some success in this d ire c tion . O n the  o th e r 
hand , how ever, recent deve lopm ents in the  B uild ing  
Industry  in this co un try  have revea led  ve ry  serious 
encroachm ents on the  norm al spheres o f  Q u a n tity  Sur­
vey ing  and  A rch itec tu re . I re fe r to  the  co n tin ua l and 
ever increas ing  use o f the  cost-p lus p ro fi t  system o f 
co n tra c t u nder w h ich  bu ild in g s— usua lly  la rg e  bu ild in g s—  
are  erected .
The use o f  th is system, o f  course, co m p le te ly  e lim ina tes 
the  Q u a n tity  S urveyor a nd  seriously underm ines the 
pos ition  and status o f the A rch itec t and  p re jud ices the 
va lue  o f  his services.
A t this p o in t I shou ld  like  to  e la b o ra te  a lit t le  on the 
e x is ting  systems th a t w e have become accustomed to  and 
a lso  describe the  o p e ra tio n  o f  this o th e r m ethod by w hich 
bu ild in g s  a re  e rected. To some w h a t I have to  say w ill 
be e lem en ta ry , to  others I hope  it  w il l be o f  some in terest.
166
U fi BAN LIBBABY 
» I t 1.0 K 
t i n t  o i
GtLOUD im U C I I
L I & m i L S
MIC • SEP ■ l<?A8
SECOND Y E AB. 
TEBM SUBJECT 
NOV • 1948
Second Year Design. Perspective Study. drawn by P. Coltman, B.Arch.ll. 
Third Year History of Architecture Study, prepared by M.D. Leonard B.Arch.lll.
CttATEAl
•CHATEAU BE BLOIS
R E N A I S S A N C E  A R C H I T E C T U R E  I N
167
U nder the  n o rm a l system a fte r  the  A rch itec t in c o lla ­
b o ra tio n  w ith  his c lie n t has p re pa re d  a  sketch p la n  w hich 
is a pp ro ved , he p roceeds w ith  the  p re p a ra tio n  o f  w o rk in g  
d ra w in g s , d e ta ils  and  a sp ec ifica tio n , w h ich  a re  passed 
on to  the  Q u a n tity  Surveyor w h o  then p repares the  B ills 
o f  Q u a n titie s . This B ill o f  Q ua n tities  is used to  o b ta in  
co m p etitive  tenders fro m  B u ild ing  C o ntracto rs  fo r  the 
e rection  o f  the  b u ild in g . This is the  firs t im p o rta n t fea tu re  
o f  the  system to  w h ich  I w ish to  d ra w  your p a r tic u la r 
a tte n tio n , fo r  it  extracts  fro m  the  b u ild in g  in du s try  the 
o rg a n is a tio n  best su ited to  und e rtake  the  w o rk  in the 
most econom ica l fash io n  under th e  circumstances p re va ilin g  
a t the  tim e o f  ten d e ring .
W ith  the  a ccep tance  o f  a  ten d e r— usua lly  the  low est—  
a co n tra c t is s igned be tw een  the  B u ild ing  O w n e r and 
the  B u ild ing  C o n trac to r. The B ills o f  Q ua n tities , the 
w o rk in g  d ra w in gs  and  S pec ifica tion , a nd  the  S tandard  
Form o f  C o ntrac t fo rm  the  basis o f this con trac t. This 
is the  second im p o rta n t fe a tu re  o f  our system, fo r  a ll 
these docum ents a re  o f  g re a t im po rtan ce  fo r  the  fo l lo w in g  
reasons:—  The B ill o f  Q ua n tities  sets o u t in com plete  
d e ta il the  q u a n tity  o f  m a te ria ls  requ ired  end  the  labours 
necessary to  co m p le te  the  b u ild in g , a nd  each item  has 
the  C o n tra c to r’s p rice  set a ga in s t it. A ll pa rties  th e re fo re  
know  a t the  outse t w h a t the  to ta l cost o f  the  b u ild in g  is 
g o in g  to  be and  w h a t the  cost o f a n y  va ria tio n s  w il l be 
shou ld  a n y  changes occur d u r ing  the  progress o f  the 
w o rk . The w o rk in g  d ra w in gs , d e ta ils  a nd  specifica tion  
illu s tra te  and describe  co m p le te ly  the  b u ild in g  to  be b u ilt 
in every d e ta il and  the  S tanda rd  Form o f  C o n trac t sets 
o u t the  co nd itio ns  under w h ich  the  w o rk  is execu ted . In 
terms o f  the  c o n tra c t the  A rch itec t and  Q u a n tity  Surveyor 
a re  g iven  status a nd  th e ir d u ty  and a u th o r ity  a re  d e fin ed . 
The B u ild ing  O w n e r’s in terests a re  p ro te c ted  in respect 
o f  c la im s fo r  dam ages to  persons o r p ro p e rty  a ris ing  
fro m  the  execu tion  o f  the  w orks, d e fa u lt  on  the  p a rt o f 
the  C o n trac to r, and defects in the  w o rk . The p os ition  o f 
S ub -con trac to rs , a nd  the  m ethod  o f  paym en t to  the 
B u ild ing  C o n trac to r a re  a lso  de te rm ined . Thus, w hen the 
w o rk  beg ins on the  site, bo th  A rch itec t and  Q u a n tity  
Surveyor a re  w e ll equ ip pe d  to  supervise the  w o rk  e ffic ie n tly  
and  e ffe c t paym ents on a sound bus iness-like  basis, w h ils t 
the  C o n trac to r is on his m e ttle  to  see th a t he organises 
the  w o rk  e ff ic ie n t ly  in o rd e r to  m ake his a n tic ip a te d  
p ro fit.
* *  *  * *
N o w  le t us s tud y  the  o th e r system, th a t is the  cost- 
p lus a percen tag e  ty p e  o f  co n tra c t. From the  A rc h ite c t’s 
p o in t o f  v ie w , the  p re p a ra tio n  o f the  sketch p lans, 
w o rk in g  d ra w in gs , d e ta ils  a nd  spec ifica tion  is no t usua lly  
e ffe c ted . But d u r ing  the  p e r iod  w hen  these docum ents 
a re  b e ing  p re pa re d  you w il l p ro b a b ly  f in d  th a t pressure 
is b e ing  b ro u g h t to  b ea r on yo u r c lie n t to  convince him
ABOVE: A group study for a Commercial Centre, comprising shops, 
library, cinema, by Students in the Third Year of Study.
OPPOSITE: W orking Drawings for a Block of Flats on a restricted 
site, by D. M. Lennard, B.Arch. III.
th a t a Q u a n tity  S urveyor is q u ite  unnecessary and  tha t 
it  is just a w aste  o f  tim e to  d e la y  b u ild in g  ope ra tions  
p en d ing  the  p re p a ra tio n  o f B ills o f Q uan tities , and  tha t 
i f  the  w o rk  is entrusted  to  th is ve ry e ff ic ie n t, re lia b le  
o rg an isa tion  on a  cost-p lus basis both  tim e and  m oney 
w il l be saved. Here w e  see the  firs t sign o f  w h a t I 
re fe rre d  to  e a r lie r— as an encroachm ent on the  norm a l 
spheres o f  the  Q u a n tity  S urveyor and  the  A rch itec t in 
th a t your c lie n t is n ow  rece iv ing  a dv ice  on how  best to 
set a b o u t e recting  his b u ild in g  from  tw o  sources, nam ely
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First Year Design and W orking Drawing Study, by, M. Kaplan, B.Arch. I
an A rch itec t a nd  a B u ild ing  C o n trac to r, and  since I 
c a nn o t im ag in e  a n y  p ru de n t A rch itec t a d vo ca tin g  the  cost- 
p lus system the  tw o  sources o f  adv ice  must be d ia m e tric ­
a l ly  opposed .
W h e n  the  c lie n t f in a l ly  decides to  a d o p t the  cost-p lus 
system, the  Q u a n tity  Surveyor goes o u t o f  the  p icture  
and  the  A rch ite c t has su ffe red  his f irs t d e fe a t w ith  a 
co rre spo n d ing  loss in status. The docum ents a re  then 
h anded  over to  the  C o n trac to r w h o  a fte r  co ns ide ring  them 
w il l  p ro b a b ly  g ive  some a rb itra ry  b u t a ttra c tiv e  fig u re  
as to  the  u ltim a te  cost o f  the  p ro jec t. The n ex t step 
is the  s ig n ing  o f  a co n tra c t and  it  m ay be the  A rch itec t's  
u n h a p p y  lo t to  a tte m p t to  fra m e  the  co nd itio ns  o f  such 
a co n tra c t— o r perhaps these w il l a lso  be p ro v ide d  by 
the  C o n trac to r. N o  m a tte r w h o  d ra w s up the  docum ent 
i t  c a n n o t in a n y  circumstances be as im p lic it as the 
S ta n da rd  Form. As there  is no p re -de te rm in e d  f in a l cost 
o f  the  b u ild in g , the re  is no basis fo r  assessing the  va lue  
o f  va ria tion s , a nd  there  is no w a y  o f  ensuring th a t the 
cost o f  re c tify in g  de fe c tive  w o rk  is not b orne  b y  the 
B u ild ing  O w n er.
Instead  o f  the  bus iness-like  state  o f  a ffa irs  w h ich  w e 
had a t the  com m encem ent o f  the  w o rk  under the  norm a l 
system w here  the  costs a re  a ll d e te rm ined  and  the
C o n trac to r is on his m e ttle  w e  now  have no c le a r s ta te ­
m ent o f  cost a nd  a set o f  circumstances in w h ich  the  
C o n trac to r ca nn o t lose, in fa c t the  converse is the  case, 
the  g re a te r his in e ffic ie n c y  the  g re a te r the  cost and 
consequently  the  g re a te r are  his p ro fits . In these c ircum ­
stances the  A rch itec t is dep rive d  o f  much o f  his a b il ity  
to  a dm in is te r the  C o ntrac t a n d  supervise the  w orks in 
progress in the  best in terests o f  his c lien t.
*  *  *  *  *
Then comes the  las t phase w hen the u ltim a te  cost 
is e v e n tu a lly  fo u n d  to  be fa r  in excess o f  th a t a ttra c tive  
bu t a rb itra ry  f ig u re  q uo ted  e a rlie r, a nd  the  d isap p o in te d  
and ira te  B u ild ing  O w n e r b lam es the  A rch itec t!
W h a t is the  rem edy to  this s itu a tio n?  In my o p in io n , 
it  is tw o - fo ld — on the  one hand  I be lieve  th a t the  Institu te  
should  c rysta lise  its ideas on the  cost-p lus system and 
i f  i t  shares my v ie w  and  comes to  the  conclusion th a t 
the  system is undes irab le , it  shou ld  adv ise  its members 
a c c o rd in g ly  and  conduct a p u b lic  ca m pa ign  a ga in s t the 
evils o f  cost-p lus.
The second rem edy is o f  more v ita l concern to  you 
fo r  i t  a ffec ts  the  ro le  th a t you a re  g o in g  to  p la y  in the 
pro fessions a t some fu tu re  date .
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If the  pro fessions ore g o in g  to  m a in ta in  the  confidence  
o f  the  b u ild in g  p ub lic , then it  is essentia l th a t w e g ive 
service, a nd  good  service in o rd e r to  ju s tify  th a t con fidence . 
It m ay w e ll be th a t in e ffic ie n t service on the  p a r t o f  a 
p ro fess iona l man can be a p o w e rfu l w e ap o n  in the  hands 
o f  those w h o  advo ca te  the  cost-p lus system, w h ich  is 
a lre a d y  minus the  Q u a n tity  Surveyor a nd  can be deve loped  
a stage fu r th e r to  be minus the  A rch itec t as w e ll.
* * * * *
By g iv in g  goo d  service to  your c lients I mean the 
rende ring  o f  fu l l a nd  conscientious assistance and  advice 
from  the  b eg in n ing  to  the  end o f the  p e riod  o f  your 
a p p o in tm e n t. That means a w e ll p la n n e d  sketch design, 
th o ro u g h ly  p re pa re d  w o rk in g  d ra w in gs  a nd  d e ta ils  and 
an a de qu a te  spec ifica tio n . It a lso means the  e ffic ie n t 
a dm in is tra tio n  o f  the  co n tra c t w ith  the  c lie n t's  interests 
a lw a y s  your p aram o u nt concern and  the  p ro p e r super­
v is ion o f  the  w o rk  in progress.
It does n o t mean a ca sua lly  p re pa re d  sketch, a 
m inim um set o f  so -ca lled  w o rk in g  d ra w in gs  a nd  then 
d ep en d in g  on the  structu ra l e n g in ee r fo r  the  des ign , the 
q u a n tity  su rveyor fo r  the  sp ec ifica tio n , a p lum be r fo r  the 
d ra in a g e  la y o u t, and  the  B u ild ing  C o n trac to r fo r  the 
execu tion  o f the  w o rk .
I w o u ld  th e re fo re  a p p e a l to  you in the  in terests o f 
the  p ro fessions a nd  o f  yourselves a lw a y s  to  g ive  o f  your 
best w h e th e r you  serve as an assistant o r as a p rin c ip a l, 
fo r  by so d o in g  you w il l ensure fo r  yourselves the  con­
tinued  co n fidence  o f  the  p ub lic .
I f  the  e x h ib it io n  is a n y  measure o f  the  s tan d a rd  you 
w il l o ffe r  in the  fu tu re  then a ll w i l l  be w e ll.
F ina lly , on b e h a lf  o f  the  Institu te, I w o u ld  like  to  
co n g ra tu la te  a ll those students w h o  have been a w a rd e d  
prizes this y e a r and  to  w ish them con tinued  success in 
the  fu tu re .
Perspective rendering of a Luxury Hotel at the Coast, by R. K. Walker, B.Arch. V.
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Office Building for the Northern Transvaal, by J. S. B. Taylor, B.Arch. III.
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I now  have p leasure  in c a llin g  upon M r. T. H. Louw, 
President o f  the  C hap te r, to  present the  Q u a n tity  Surveying 
prizes a nd  to  say a fe w  w ords.
CHAPTER PRIZES.
QUANTITIES I. O . J. W ill.
QUANTITIES II. R. M . L. M o ra n t.
A D D R E S S  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F
M r. H ow ie , M r. Irv ine-S m ith, Ladies and  G entlem en:
M r. Irv ine-S m ith , President o f  the  Transvaa l P rovincia l 
Institu te, d e live red  such an e xce llen t address in support 
m a in ly  o f  the  Q u a n tity  Surveyor a nd  Q u a n tity  S urveying, 
th a t I fee l I must rec ip roca te  by say ing  som eth ing  in 
support o f  the  A rch itec t!
F irstly the  E xh ib itio n . In my hum ble o p in io n  it  is an 
exce llen t one. People a re  in c lin ed  to  ju dg e  e xh ib itio n s  
by com parison , but I do  not b e lieve  in th a t. Times 
change , cond itions  change, methods change, ideas change. 
Take, fo r  instance, the  recent d eve lopm en t in pre-stressed 
concrete  w h ich  holds a d is tinc t p o s s ib ility  o f re v o lu tio n ­
is ing  our present ideas on construction. As a resu lt, lig h t 
and  de lica te  structure m ay come w e ll w ith in  the scope 
o f  econom ic conside ra tions. This E xh ib ition  m ay then be 
co m p le te ly  o u t o f  da te .
QUANTITIES III. A . B. Harvey.
QUANTITIES IV. J. F. Barnes.
BELL JO H N  PRIZE (best a ll- ro u n d  s tudent in a n y  y e a r ) :  
A . J. Verm eulen.
FARROW, LA IN G  & McKECHNIE PRIZE (Q u a n tit ie s  in the 
f in a l y e a r ) :  J. F. Barnes.
T H E  C H A P T E R  M R .  T .  H.  L O U W .
N o, e xh ib itio n s  must be judged  on th e ir ow n  merits 
and  th is one has im pressed me. P a rtic u la rly  the  f irs t 
ye a r w o rk  w h ich , a ltho ug h  perhaps s till a l it t le  im m ature, 
ind ica tes a re m a rka b le  degree  o f  concep tion  and  u nd e r­
s tan d ing . It is true th a t la v a to ry  doors a re  o fte n  s till 
hung the  w ro n g  w a y  round  and  . . . , as I have  sa id, I 
w as ve ry  im pressed!
The b u ild in g  construction  sheets w e re  e xce llen t, I 
tho u gh t, a lth o u g h  too  much tim e seems to  have been 
spent on the  d e ta ils  o f  the  in te rn a l w o rk in g s  o f  the 
flu sh in g  va lve . Here a g a in , the  firs t year w o rk  im pressed 
me most, in p a r tic u la r the  sheets on tim ber.
R egard ing  the  C hap te r, I w ish, w h ils t c o n g ra tu la tin g  
the  p rize -w in n e rs , to  assure a ll the  students in Q u a n tity  
Surveying th a t the  Board takes a keen in te res t in th e ir 
edu ca tio n , as the  C hap te r's  prizes go  to  show . M oreove r, 
the  B oard has re ce n tly , a fte r  years o f in ve s tig a tio n , s tudy
Building Construction Study 
by M. D. Lennard, B.Arch. III.
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OPPOSITE AND ABOVE: Final year Design and W orking Drawings for a Luxury Hotel by the Coast, by J. Morgenstern.
a nd  research, com p le ted  a M em orandum  on Q.S. Education, 
w h ich  has been fo rw a rd e d  fo r  comments to  the  fou r 
Universities concerned, and  w h ich  is a t present be ing  
cerned fo r  comments and  w h ich  is a t presen t being 
considered  by the a u th o rities  here. W e  hope  th a t this 
M em orandum  w il l b ring  a b o u t c o -o rd in a tio n  and  im pro ve ­
m ent in the  courses o f  s tudy w h e re  th is is s till possib le . 
W e  trust, in fa c t w e  know , th a t it  w il l receive every 
cons id e ra tion  here, and  hope  th a t i t  w i l l  serve to  
streng then  the  very g oo d  re la tions  ex is ting  betw een this 
Faculty a nd  the  Board.
But you, the  Q .S. students, must a lso d o  your share. 
You should  take  a g re a te r in terest in the  w o rk  o f your 
co lleagues, the  a rch itec tu ra l students; you should  a ttem p t 
to  understand  the ir po in ts  o f  v ie w , th e ir prob lem s and  
th e ir troub les. You m ay thus be o f  g re a te r assistance 
to  them one d a y . W e  Q .S.'s have been r ig h t ly  critic ised 
fo r  be ing  too  m a te ria lis tic , I th ink.
* * * * *
The close con tac t ex is ting  here betw een the  a rc h i­
tec tu ra l students a nd  the  students o f  f in e  a rts has a lw a ys
struck me as an e xce llen t th in g . The a rch itec tu ra l 
students must b e n e fit by it  and  w il l,  in turn , be in a b e tte r 
pos ition  one  d a y  to  assist the  A rtis t. It makes one th ink 
o f  the  in e v ita b le  c h a in : H igh  up a bo ve  one fin d s  the  G ods, 
then the  A rtists, then the  A rch itects , then q u ite  a  fe w  
missing links . . . then the  Q u a n tity  Surveyors and  la s tly  
the  gen e ra l p ub lic . N o w  in the  same w a y  as the 
A rch itec t can assist the  A rtis t in p ractice , the Q u a n tity  
Surveyor can assist the  A rch itec t, in sp ite  o f  the  m issing 
links.
The A rch itec t o fte n  c a nn o t a pp re c ia te  o r understand  
w h y  the  m a te r ia lis tic  c lie n t does not see th ings as he does. 
That ty p e  o f  c lie n t more o fte n  than  n o t looks to  the 
Q u a n tity  Surveyor fo r  gu idance . It is the re  th a t the 
Q u a n tity  Surveyor can assist the  A rch itec t v e ry  m a te r ia lly .
O f course, there  is a lso  the  o th e r side o f  the  p ic tu re . 
But o f  th a t I have  sa id  enough on o th e r occasions. I must 
a dm it, how ever, th a t I have fo u n d  the  presen t E xh ib ition  
much more ra tio n a l tha n  m any others I have  seen.
A  f in a l w o rd  to  the  a rch itec tu ra l students, w h ich  w o u ld  
a lso  a p p ly  to  the  q u a n tity  surveying students, a ltho ug h
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perhaps to  a sm a lle r degree. As the  sen io r students here 
w il l know , the  tw o  pro fessions a re  gove rned  by an A ct 
o f P arliam ent. B ro ad ly  speaking, P arliam ent does not 
le g is la te  to  p ro tec t the  interests o f a n y  sm all g ro up ; its 
rea l concern is the  w e ll-b e in g  o f  the  g enera l p ub lic . O ur 
A ct was passed, in the  firs t instance, to  p ro tec t the  genera l 
p u b lic  a ga in s t the  quack. This p os ition  may, how ever, 
q u ite  e as ily  become h yp o c rit ica l i f  quackery is a llo w e d  
to  d eve lo p  w ith in  our ow n  ranks. That must be p reven ted  
a t a ll costs.
Remember a t a ll times th a t your w o rk  is a lw a ys  your
ve ry  best adve rtisem ent, in fa c t, it  is the  o n ly  form  o f 
advertisem ent a llo w e d  under the  A c t. Strive to  become 
specia lists in a ll aspects o f  your w o rk , but p a r tic u la r ly  
in the  a p p lic a tio n  o f  your tra in in g  to  p rac tice . Do not 
rush in to  p rac tice  upon  co m p le tion  o f yo u r studies. First 
acqu ire  a tho ro u gh  experience. You have heard  on a ll 
sides o f  the  g enera l s lacken ing  in the  b u ild in g  industry . 
I do n o t w a n t to  preach  to  you, b u t ta ke  it  from  me, 
you w il l have  to  g e t dow n  to  some g o o d , so lid , hard  and  
honest w o rk  to  ensure yo u r fu tu re  success. Thank you, 
Ladies and  G en tlem en. Thank you, M r. H ow ie .
T H E  S T U D E N T S ’ F O R U M
THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION • SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE • WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY
The last e x h ib it io n  o f  s tudents ' w o rk , un like  previous 
ones, was unique  in the  sense th a t an a tte m p t was 
m ade to  crea te  an a rc h ite c tu ra lly  s ig n ifican t se tting  
fo r  the  d is p la y  o f  w o rk . The most im p o rta n t aspect o f 
the  w o rk , nam e ly  the  design aspect was th row n  b o ld ly  
in to  re lie f. It is fe lt  th a t such an  e x h ib it io n  o ffe rs  an 
im p o rta n t touchstone  firs t ly ,  fo r  assessing progress in the 
deve lopm en t o f a rch itec tu ra l tra in in g  a t the  school, and  
e q u a lly  im p o rta n t, it is su re ly a t an e x h ib it io n  like  this 
th a t the b ro ad e r tendencies in design m ay be n oted. 
For it  is in the  schools th a t the  im pact o f new  ideas make 
themselves fe lt  a nd  fin d  a p p lic a tio n  and tra n s la tio n  in the 
pro jects o f the student.
W ith  this p o in t o f  v ie w  in the  b ackg round , it  has 
been dec ided  to  use th is Forum fo r  the expression o f  a 
sm a ll b od y  o f  s tudent o p in io n , the  in te n tio n  b e ing  to  
a tte m p t to  make an assessment o f  s tudent design in 
g en e ra l terms. It is p ro b a b ly  necessary to  a dd  th a t the 
o b jec t is n o t so much to  a rrive  a t a q u a lita tiv e  assessment 
as i t  is to  exam ine  the  w o rk  from  the  p o in t o f  v ie w  o f 
its s ig n ificance  to  the  student p r im a rily  a nd  a rch itectu re  
g e n e ra lly .
In in it ia tin g  this discussion one starts w ith  the  obvious 
question : w h a t a re  the  c rite ria  fo r  judgem ent o f  student 
w ork?
It is my ow n p o in t o f  v ie w  tha t, i f  d iffe re n tia tio n s  a re  :o  
be m ade and  a llo w an ce s  to  be conceded, b a s ica lly  a rc h i­
tec tu ra l va lues here a re  the  same as those g e n e ra lly  
pos tu la te d  w ith in  the  fra m e w o rk  o f  a rch itec tu ra l design 
itse lf. H ow ever, s tudents ' w o rk  shou ld  meet w ith  a specia l
sort o f  c ritica l e xa m in a tio n . It is a d e ve lo p in g  th ing , 
must necessarily  be self-conscious, a n a ly t ic a l,  a d v e n ­
turous, eclectic , bo th  subjective  and  ob jective . A t the  same 
tim e it  must be s triv ing  to w ards  in te lle c tu a l honesty, m ora l 
soundness and  e m o tion a l richness. It shou ld  o rie n ta te  
a w a y  fro m  the  w o rld  o f Fantasy to  one  o f Reality.
An o b je c tio n  m igh t poss ib ly  be ra ised th a t a l l  this is 
true, but th a t su re ly  design  in a rch itec tu re  shou ld  
possess these basic q ua litie s  a n y h o w . The answ er seems 
to  be th a t in the  presen t m ilieu  the  tendencies a re  fo r  
these a ttribu tes  to  be absen t in a p p lie d  design, a nd  th a t 
i f  the  concept o f  the  a rch itec t as a m entor, o f  a rch itec tu re  
its e lf  as a progressive  fo rce , is to  have a n y  m eaning  a t 
a ll,  it  is a t the  schools w here  these concepts f in d  a fe r ti le  
soil fo r  g ro w th  a nd  c rys ta llisa tio n .
I f  the  q ua litie s  lis ted  a bo ve  a re  accep tab le , a closer 
e xam ina tio n  o f  the  w o rk  a t the  e x h ib it io n  should  
e na b le  one  to  a rrive  a t some sort o f  an assessment. A p a rt 
fro m  the  in e v ita b le  q u a lit ie s  o f  im m atu rity  and  inadequac ies  
in techn ique  a nd  the  gen e ra l defects re co gn isa b le  in the 
w o rk  o f  the  ty ro  a re  the  a ttr ibu tes  listed a bo ve  v is ib le  
to  a m arked  degree  in the  w o rk  on v iew .
W ith  a fe w  excep tions I th ink  tha t g e n e ra lly  there 
is a confus ion  betw een Eclectism a nd  mere Copyism . This 
is n o t to  d eny  the  le g itim a te  use o f  design s tandards  th a t 
have been evo lved  d u ring  the  la te r decades. There appears 
to  be a dange rous use o f  the  c liche, w ith  an unrestra ined  
use o f  the  m onop itch  ro o f, the  ru b b le  w a ll,  the  fra m e d  
e leva tio n  and  w in d o w , the  p e rgo la .
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Adventurousness is su pp la n te d  b y  pyro -techn ics  and 
e xh ib itio n ism . Here once m ore it  is no t im p lied  th a t new 
form s shou ld  n o t be cre a te d , but new  fo rm s a re  not 
synonym ous w ith  ou tla nd ish  shapes. S tructure, m a te ria ls  
and  fe n e s tra tio n  a re  th ree  aspects w h e re  im a g in a tio n  
seems to o  s tif le d .
D isc ip line  resolves in to  f la tu le n c e , w ith  s te r ility  and 
m o n o to ny  the  a lm ost in e v ita b le  q u a lit ie s  in the  a p p e a r­
ance o f  b u ild in g s , p a r tic u la r ly  the  la rg e r pro jects.
The c ry  is o fte n  ra ised  th a t the  a pp ea ra n ce  o f  designs 
in the  schools is too  fa r  rem oved from  the  re a litie s  and  
p ra c tica litie s  o f  p ra c tice . O n the  co n tra ry  the re  seems 
to  be a depressing  a f f in ity  betw een the  a pp ea ra n ce  o f 
the  a ve rag e  d w e llin g s  and  f la ts  th a t a p p e a r on the  stud io  
d ra w in g  b oa rd  a nd  those th a t b ea r the  stam p ‘ ‘A rch itec t 
D esigned ”  in the  m e tropo lis .
The reasons, w h a te ve r the y  are , th a t lie  beh ind  the 
a p p a re n t absence o f  these q ua lities , c a nn o t d is rega rd  
the  in adequac ies  in a rc h ite c tu ra l education  a t presen t; but 
it  can be e q u a lly  asserted th a t the re  is some basis fo r  
a rg um e n t in the  fa c t  th a t the  student h im se lf does not 
e x p lo it  those e x te rn a l agencies such as music, scu lpture , 
p a in tin g , p sycho lo gy , soc ia l studies a nd  p o litics , just to  
m ention  a fe w , a sym pa the tic  und e rs tan d ing  o f  w h ich  
must c e rta in ly  he lp  to  overcom e the  d is p ro p o rtio n a te  
narrow ness o f  v is ion  a nd  a p p lic a tio n  th a t characterises 
so m a rke d ly  the  w o rk  o f  the  specia lis t.
A t this p o in t, b e fo re  h an d ing  the  Forum over to  M r. 
P itt, w h o  has som eth ing  to  a dd , a w o rd  o f  a p p re c ia tio n  
must go  o u t to  o rig in a to rs  o f  the  id ea  o f  c re a ting  a rea l 
e x h ib it io n  se tting , a nd  p a r tic u la r ly  h a il in g  th a t p a r t o f 
the  id ea  th a t gives the  s tuden t h im se lf an o p p o r tu n ity  to  
design the  la y o u t and  tra ns la te  it  in to  such exc iting  
re a lity
M . SACK.
The S tuden ts ’ E xh ib ition  d isp laye d  some design  o f  a 
s u ffic ie n tly  h igh  s tan d a rd  to  m ake an a p o lo g y  fo r  s tudent 
w o rk  n e ith e r d es irab le  nor necessary. But it  does seem 
th a t the  de fic ienc ies  p o in ted  o u t by M r. Sack, a ltho ug h  
th e y  no d o u b t do  exist, shou ld  be exam ined  w ith  some 
care b e fo re  the  s tuden t is condem ned fo r  th e ir  presence. 
It is in e v ita b le  th a t s tudent w o rk  w il l show  a ce rta in  lack
o f  und ers tan d ing  in the  use o f  a rch itec tu ra l form s. This 
is in he re n t in its n a tu ra l im m atu rity , a nd  no d o u b t the 
pup ils  o f  Phidias used the  Doric o rd e r in as in e p t a 
m anner as the  co n te m p ora ry  student sometimes uses the 
m onop itch  ro o f.
S tudent w o rk  is a lw a ys  a  re fle c tion  o f  one, o r several, 
o f  the  cu rren t trends in a rch itec tu ra l tho u gh t. I f  some o f 
the  w o rk  o f  this School shows a lack o f d ire c tion , it  is 
sure ly because the  w o rld  o f  A rch itec tu re  a t la rg e  shows 
a s im ila r u nce rta in ty . In the  years b e fo re  the  W a r, when 
the  c rys ta llin e  structure  o f  Functionalism , o r the  expos ition  
o f  an O rg a n ic  A rch itectu re , he ld  out the  b r ig h t hope  o f 
a supposed ly  in fa ll ib le  design U to p ia , it  was in m any 
w ays easier fo r  the  student to  set h im se lf an u nd ev ia tin g  
course. But in recent years, the  fe e lin g  has g ro w n  th a t 
these doctrines a re  n o t in themselves su ffic ien t. This is 
not due to  doubts a b o u t th e ir  v a lid ity . It is s im p ly  because 
the  in it ia l e x h ila ra tio n  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  statem ent has 
expended  itse lf, and  w e a re  le ft  w ith  the  fe e lin g  th a t 
co n te m p ora ry  a rch itec tu ra l th o u g h t has n o t ye t ach ieved  
a m ature ph iloso p hy .
This u n ce rta in ty  is c le a r ly  m an ifested  in current 
a rch itec tu ra l jou rna ls , in  w h ich , a t one extrem e, the  
cham pions o f  techn ica l v ir tu o s ity  re g a le  us w ith  fo o t-  
lam berts  and decibe ls, and  a t the  o the r, the  ph ilosophers 
bemuse us w ith  S ha ra w a gg i a nd  N e w  Empiricism . This 
same lack o f  d ire c tion  is o n ly  to o  p a in fu l ly  e v ide n t in 
m any o f  our lo ca l b u ild in g s , in w h ich  a m onop itch  ro o f, 
a fra m e d  e leva tio n , o r a supe r-abundance  o f va ried  
fa c in g  m a te ria ls  is he ld  to  be su ffic ien t to  ensure good  
co n te m p ora ry  a rch itectu re .
S ince this c o nd itio n  p reva ils  in the w o rk  o f  our 
a rch itec tu ra l m entors, it  is scarce ly surpris ing th a t it 
m anifests its e lf  in student w o rk . N everthe less, this in no 
w a y  abso lves the  s tudent from  s triv ing  fo r , o r the School 
fro m  fos te rin g , a sense o f  d isc rim ina tio n . It is m y o p in ion  
th a t th ro u g h o u t its h is to ry  this School has, w ith o u t reso rting  
to  the  im pos ition  o f  r ig id ly  d o c trin a ire  p rinc ip les , succeeded 
in d o in g  this. But i f  a n y  m ora l is to  be d ra w n  fro m  this 
E xh ib ition , it  is th a t a lw a ys , and  e spe c ia lly  a t the  present 
tim e, it  shou ld  be the  constant task o f  student and lecturer 
a like , c a re fu lly  to  d istingu ish  the  spurious from  the 
s ig n ific a n t in a rch itec tu ra l design.
A . A . PITT.
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T H E  W O R L D  O F  A R C H I T E C T U R E
THE C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A M E R I C A N  H O U S E
The influence of the work of Frank Lloyd W right is apparent in 
this pilot house designed for the Mutual Housing Association by the 
architects and engineers, A. Quincy Jones, W hitney R. Smith and 
Edgardo Contini.
This e d itio n  o f  “ The W o rld  o f  A rc h ite c tu re " is p rom pted  
by the  recent a v a ila b il i ty  in this c o un try  o f seven issues 
o f “ A rts a nd  A rc h ite c tu re ," a C a lifo rn io n  pub lica tio n  
estab lished  in 1911 and devo ted  very la rg e ly  to  dom estic 
a rch itec tu re .
A  g lance  a t the  im press ive ly  lo ng  s ta ff  lis t o f  this 
m agazine  is re ve a ling . Edited by John Entenza w ith  e igh t 
associates in c lu d in g  Charles Eames, p h o to g ra p h e d  by a 
g ro up  o f  three experts, and an a dv iso ry  e d ito r ia l boa rd  
o f  tw e n ty -e ig h t p rom inen t architects in c lu d in g  such w e ll-  
know n  names as N eutra , Breuer, C herm ayeff, Saarinen, 
A in  and  W urste r, i t  is sm all w o nd e r th a t this is a  m agazine  
o f  v e ry  cons ide rab le  q u a lity . A rch itects  here are fa m ilia r  
w ith  A m erican  houses th rou g h  the  three  more p o p u la r 
m agazines "T he  Forum,”  “ The Record" and  “ Progressive 
A rc h ite c tu re ." This w o rk  m igh t th e re fo re  have been le ft 
to  speak fo r  itse lf, but it  is perhaps n o t u n tim e ly  to  a tte m p t 
a sum m arisation o f characte ristics.
A m erican  arch itects  seem to  specia lise  in one  type  o f 
b u ild in g  or a no the r and  o f  these b u ild in g  types, th a t o f  
the  house has a ttra c te d  much o f  the  ve ry  best p rogressive 
ta le n t.
Domestic w o rk  is n o t p o p u la r here, be ing  used ra the r 
as an o ffice  stop gap  o r le f t  to  the  younge r g enera tion  
o f  n ew ly  f le d g e d  arch itects  a t the  beg inn ings o f a p ractice .
The A m erican houses has deve lo pe d  fro m  numerous 
and d iverse sources. The in he rita n ce  o f  a firm  tra d itio n  
o f  tim b e r b u ild in g , co nso lid a te d  in the  C a lifo rn ia n  co tta ge
BY CARL P IN FO ID
b y  the  G reen b ro thers betw een 1890 and  1910, is s till 
ve ry  e v ide n t a nd  tim b e r rem ains to -d a y , the  most p o p u la r 
house b u ild in g  m a te r ia l.
A n o th e r p o w e rfu l and  o fte n  underes tim ated  in flue n ce  
a t home has been th a t o f  Frank L loyd W r ig h t, whose  basic 
g ifts  to  a rch itec tu re  have been vo ra c iou s ly  ass im ila ted  
even by men schoo led  in the  very d if fe re n t a rch itec tu ra l 
c lim ate  o f  Europe in the  2 0 ’s and 30's.
From a b ro a d  have come an a g lo m m o ra tio n  o f  p r in ­
c ipa ls  and  cliches in hosts.
W yn d ha m  Lewis in his “ Am erican  and  Cosmic M an  ”  
w h ile  sha tte ring  A m erican  life  w ith  sa tire  a nd  rid icu le  
seldom  surpassed in vehem ence, comes to  the  conclusion 
th a t the  w o rld  is in d ire  need o f  w h a t A m erica  has to  
o ffe r.  He stresses her cosm opo litan  w a y  o f life  and  shows 
how  in te rna tion a lism  has g ro w n  up sp on tan eo u s ly  in the 
phenom ena l im m ig ra tion  there . In h av ing  to  d ige s t p ra c ­
t ic a lly  every cu ltu re  from  the  Baltic  to  the  M e d ite rran e an  
and  from  the  M e d ite rra n e a n  to  the  B alkans, A m erica  
has become a m e lting  p o t o f ideas. Their ro le  is one  o f 
synthesis ra th e r than  in ven tio n .
Am erican  dom estic a rch itec tu re  is conspicuous fo r  its 
absence o f  u n ity  and its m u ltip lic ity  o f  in te n tio n . It seems 
never to  have passed th rou g h  the  d o c tr in a ir  phases o f 
Functionalism , Constructisism s, Rationa lism s and R om antic­
isms th a t characte rised  the  e a r ly  days o f m odern a rc h i­
tectu re  in Europe. Instead the re  has been an a ttitu d e  
o f  p ick and  choose a t w il l  from  those m a te r ia l results 
w h ich  these doctrines cou ld  o ffe r  to w ards  cre a ting  a com ­
fo r ta b le  and  p leas ing  com p lex . A n em p irica l a pp ro ach  in 
the  extrem e. H is to ric a lly  this w o u ld  seem a most n a tu ra l 
p rocedure. It m igh t be agreed  th a t each school o f  m odern 
a rch itec tu re  had taken  a s ing le  aspect o f  the  w h o le  
p rob lem  and  inves tig a te d  it  in is o la tio n . This co u ld  be 
done  o n ly  a t the  expense o f  a l l  o th e r facto rs . It is n o ta b le  
th a t p a in tin g  had  und ergo n e  a s im ila r process d u r ing  the 
same phase.
A t some stage  o r o th e r a resynthesis was in e v ita b le  
a nd  it  is in A m erican  dom estic a rch itec tu re  th a t the  
b eg inn ings  o f  this process a re  d iscern ib le .
The common characte ris tics  o f  A m erican  dom estic 
design are  not d if f ic u lt  to  d e fin e . M ost o f  the  houses 
illu s tra te d  a re  des igned  on open  stands o f  q u ite  generous 
size. They a re  set in the  sort o f hum anised landscape 
a p p ro x im a tin g  c lose ly  to  the  best in o u r ow n suburban 
scene. These tw o  fac to rs  m ay w e ll accoun t fo r  the  g enera l
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extrove rs ion  o f  the  house, m ade possib le  by the  lavish use 
o f  h ea ting  in w in te r.
The lightness o f structure  so ev iden t in a ll these houses 
is p ro b a b ly  due in most cases to  the  use o f tim b e r and 
steel as opposed  to  our ow n  heavy use o f concrete  and  
b rick . O ne m ay question  the  perm anence o f m any o f 
these structures b u t in a ra p id ly  ch an g ing  scene, one 
w onders w h e th e r perm anence  b eyo nd  tw e n ty  years is 
re a lly  d es irab le .
C e rta in ly  o r ie n ta l tim b e r houses, from  w h ich  much o f 
A m erican  structure  derives, are  know n  to  stand  fo r  three 
hundred  years b e fo re  re b u ild in g . As fo r  f ire  haza rd , our 
ow n b y -la w s  seem q u ite  rid icu lous w hen it is considered 
th a t th e y  p erm it the  b u ild in g  o f  a ro o f but n o t a t im be r 
w a ll.
True enough, the  A m ericans a re  rich in tim be r, b u t I 
suspect th a t  it  is our b y-la w s  ra th e r than  our p o v e rty  in 
t im be r th a t prevents us from  e x p lo it in g  this m a te r ia l more 
fu l ly .
The use o f  tim b e r in dom estic  a rch itec tu re  is perhaps 
m ore im p o rta n t tha n  is com m on ly  recogn ised. The w a rm th  
o f co lou r, tex tu re , and  scale, a dd ed  to  the  rom antic  
associa tions in he re n t in f in e  tim b e r, has perhaps done 
m ore tha n  a ll else to  hum anise the  co n te m p ora ry  house 
and  its fu rn ish in g s . N e ithe r need the  use o f  t im be r be 
a re a c tio n a ry  step fo r  as was shown d u ring  the  la te  w a r 
in th e  a irc ra ft  in du s try , tim b e r in its reconstructed form  
is p re g n a n t w ith  most progressive  p oss ib ilities .
The A m erican  house p la n  is decep tive  a t a supe rfic ia l 
g lan ce . W e  in South A fr ic a  bend  tow ards  an  obsession 
a b o u t d istances. That is to  say th a t w e  measure the 
exce llence  o f a p la n  by th is ve ry  a rb itra ry  ru le  o f w a lk in g  
distances be tw een  the  various a ppo in tm en ts  o f  the  house 
and  by the  strictest a p p a re n t econom y o f  space.
This ten d en cy  has no d ou b t, been fos te red  b y  b u ild in g  
co n tro l a nd  the  zea lous b e lie f th a t the  cost o f  a d w e llin g
This elegant steel frame for a house, designed by 
Charles Eames and Eero Saarinen, Associate 
Architects, is a forceful demonstration of the sim­
plicity and slenderness that may be achieved by 
the use of this material. The illustration on the 
facing page a student project for a house of 
400 square feet, costing 1,000 dollars for a student 
couple — similarly reflects the lightness which a 
timber framing imparts to  a building. The project 
was built at Mountain College, North Carolina.
is s tr ic tly  re la ted  to  its su pe rfic ia l a re a . There is room 
fo r  a m ore tho ro u gh  e xam ina tio n  o f  th is re la tion sh ip  
betw een cost and  p la n n in g , ta k in g  account no t o n ly  o f 
a rea  but o f  p la n  shapes w ith  re ference  to  the  lin e a r 
m easurem ent o f w a lls  and  excava tion  and  f i l l in g  e n ta ile d  
on s lo p ing  sites. Furtherm ore, the  p la n  shapes o f  A m erican 
houses are  p a r tic u la r ly  w e ll re la ted  to  econom y o f  struc­
ture. This is fa c ilita te d  b y  the  g enera l openness a nd  o f 
ro o f space.
The A m erican  houses are  p la n n e d  in fa r  g re a te r d e ta il 
than  ours. The reasons fo r  this be ing  an obvious d iffe re n ce  
o f  design process. W e  tend o n ly  too  o fte n  to  crea te  a 
series o f  p las te r lin e d  boxes w ith  a de qu a te  lig h tin g  and 
v e n tila tio n  by a rb itra ry  s tandards and leave  our c lients 
to  do  the  rest. Thus it  o fte n  occurs th a t in a p la n  w here  
the  rooms seem most in ge n io us ly  re la ted , fu rn ish in g  
becomes a w k w a rd  and  space is u tte r ly  w as ted . It is 
c e rta in ly  q u ite  obv ious th a t the  houses illu s tra te d  were 
not crea ted  from  a p e rfu n c to ry  set o f  e igh t scale d raw ings , 
a s tan d ard  spec ifica tion  a nd  m inim um d e ta ils  w h ich  we, 
out o f  sheer h ab it, o fte n  consider su ffic ien t.
A t least one A m erican  a rch itec t is know n to  make 
fu l l  size m odels o f  im p o rta n t s tructu ra l d e ta ils . Perhaps 
a tim e w il l come w hen the  best o f  m odern d e ta ilin g  w ill 
become standard  as in past periods such as G eo rg ia n , 
but w e  here have ca rried  on a n tiq u a te d  d e ta il techn ique  
in to  our m odern a rch itectu re , not f i t  to  be s tandard ised . 
There is evidence  in the  w o rk  o f  Richard N eutra  th a t 
ce rta in  d e ta ils  such as w in d o w  sills, eaves, e tc. having 
been once perfec ted  a re  then used c o n tin u a lly  un til 
obvious im provem ent is possib le.
The A m erican a tte n tio n  to  d e ta il m ay g ive  a more 
fra gm en ted  a pp ea ra n ce  to  the ir houses but it  produces 
houses more ak in  to  the  c lie n t's  m anner o f  e xpe rienc ing  
his d w e llin g .
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A recent two-bedroom house designed by Richard Neutra, Architect. It frankly reflects 
present day restrictions in size and cost. W ith in  these limitations however, the A rch itect 
has handled the problem w ith  imagination and ingenuity. The apparently complex plan 
arrangement conceals a simple method of roof construction comprising two man roof areas 
each of regular shape and each of short span.
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This leads to  a n o th e r p o in t w h ich  most d ire c tly  co n ­
cerns the  c lie n t, w h o  thus fa r  has had  ve ry  lit t le  g a in  
fro m  m odern a rch itec tu re . I f  fo r  a  m om ent w e  cease to  
be a rch itects  a nd  th in k  o f  the  a dva n ta ge s  w h ich , as 
laym en, w e  p rize  in our ow n d w e llin g s , w e  fin d  tha t 
th e y  do  no t a ll re la te  to  the  exce llence  o f  an e leva tio n  
o r the  in tre p id  p la c in g  o f  a w in d o w  in an  e x te rn a l w a ll 
su rface . In our sch oo lin g , most critic ism  is don e  on sm all 
sca le  tw o  d im e ns ion a l d ra w in gs , mere d iag ram s in fac t, 
and  a lth o u g h  the  site  is cons idered  in the  d iag ra m m atic  
p la n n in g  sense, it  is se ldom  th a t an a tte m p t is m ade a t 
the  d e ta ile d  cons id e ra tion  o f  site com posits, since the 
e lem ents o f  the  site a re  o n ly  a  vague  p e r fu n c to ry  a ffa ir .  
It w o u ld  seem d e s ira b le  to  re la te  tra in in g  p ro jects to  rea l 
sites so th a t site e lem ents can come re a lis t ic a lly  in to  the 
p ic tu re . The o w n e r can be g iven  som eth ing  ve ry  rea l, 
erected  o u t o f  a lm ost n o th in g  b y  the  ingen ious re la tin g  
o f  room s to  e x te rn a ls ; fo r  instance, the  bedroom  w in d o w  
th a t o verloo ks  the  tops o f  trees a nd  gives the  sensation 
o f  w a k in g  in  a fo res t. The p a tio  so p laced  th a t m orn ing  
tea  can be taken  in shade, fu l l p riva cy  and  lush g reenery 
can be c rea ted  by no m ore tha n  the  sh ad ow  o f  the  house, 
a ledge  a nd  a d o o r co nve n ien tly  p laced .
to  its surround ings th a t o u t o f  the  m inim um o f  m a te ria l 
cam e som eth ing  h ard  to  surpass in excellence .
Lastly, a w o rd  a b o u t fu rn ish in g . “ A rts  and  A rc h i­
te c tu re " as the  nam e w o u ld  suggest, takes an  in te rest in 
the  a tte n d e n t arts. Besides the  most selective illu s tra tio n  
o f  b u ild ings , it  keeps close track  o f  deve lopm ents in 
p a in tin g , scu lptu re  and  more p a r tic u la r ly  in fu rn itu re  in 
the  b ro ad est sense o f  the  w o rd . A m erican  fu rn itu re  has 
reached a peak o f  exce llence . A  fa r  c ry  from  the  co ld , 
unsym pa the tic  tu b u la r fu rn itu re  o f  the  European ’ th irties , 
the  Eames cha ir, now  fam ous th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld , canno t 
be fa r  from  the  las t w o rd  in m odern fu rn itu re  design. 
The merest h in t o f  a irc ra ft p ro du c tion  techn ique  gives the 
cha ir, both  the  stam p o f  co n te m p ora c ity  and  a beau ty  
suggestive  o f  a  b ird  in f l ig h t .  This ch a ir stands as a 
th re a t to  those w h o  th in k  th a t m odern a rch itectu re  has 
gone  to o  fa r.
House by Richard Neutra. plan overleaf. The 
architect here demonstrates how by skillful 
space arrangement, the smallness of the house 
may be stretched and space from the ou'doors 
borrowed. The house has been closely fitted 
and related to  the natural conditions of the 
site, to  the benefit of both the house and 
the setting.
BELOW: Chair designed by Charles Eames.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: ILLUSTRATIONS OF HOUSES 
FROM "ART AND ARCHITECTURE" DECEMBER 1948. 
JANUARY. MARCH AND APRIL 1949. CHAIR FROM 
"THE HERMAN MILLER COLLECTION".
There is much o f  th is sort o f  ingen ious tre a tm e n t in 
the  exam ples here shown a nd  one  m igh t do  w e ll to  
rem em ber th a t the  Chinese d w e llin g  from  w hence  comes 
most o f  o u r concept o f  the  p icturesque , consisted o f  a 
ve ry  s im ple  a lm ost s tan d a rd ise d  d w e llin g , so w e ll re la ted
There is no step backw ards  here b u t a  reach ing  fo r ­
w a rd  to  the  lo g ic a l conclusion o f  a process a nd  the 
u ltim a te  ach ievem ent o f  aesthetic  and  techn ica l p erfe c tio n .
Its o u tlin e , now  fa m ilia r  to  m any, m ay w e ll become 
a sym bol.
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N O T E S  A N D  N E W S
INSTITUTE OF S.A. ARCHITECTS
The Institu te  has been represented on the  various 
com m ittees a p p o in te d  by the South A fr ic a n  Bureau o f 
S tandards d e a lin g  w ith  the  A rch itec tu ra l and  In s ta lla tio n  
Aspects o f  the M o d e l B u ild ing  R egula tions and  Codes, 
since th e ir estab lishm ent.
Reorgan isation  o f  these com m ittees has taken  p lace 
re ce n tly . The new  nam e o f  the  main com m ittee  d ea lin g  
w ith  these m atters is now  the  Public H ea lth , A ccom m oda­
tion  and  Am enities M a in  C om m ittee, w h ich  supercedes 
both  the  A rch itec tu ra l Aspects and  the  In s ta lla tio n  Aspects 
M a in  Com m ittees. The Institu te  represen ta tives on the 
M a in  C om m ittee  a re  Messrs. B. S. Cooke, D. M . Cow in , 
W . E. Edleston, A . C. Fair, J. Fassler, H. G . Porter, H. G. 
Sum merley, H. R. L. W in t le  and  G . M . Hussey.
The sub-com m ittee d e a lin g  w ith  the  Carcase o f 
B u ild ings has been d isbanded  o w in g  to  o ve r la p p in g  w ith  
the  w o rk  o f  o th e r sub-com m ittees.
The scope o f  the  Com forts a nd  P recautions Sub­
com m ittee  em braced fiv e  d is tinc t sections, w h ich  have been 
a llo c a te d  to  five  sub-com m ittees n o t ye t e s tab lished . The 
one  a ctive  sub-com m ittee  em erg ing  from  this subdiv is ion 
a t presen t is the  one co m p ilin g  re g u la tio ns  on f ire  p re ­
cautions, now  the  Fire P ro tection  S ub-com m ittee on  w hich 
Messrs. W . E. Edleston, H. G . Porter a nd  H. G . Sum merley 
con tinue  to  serve.
TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL INSTITUTE
PARTNERSHIP
M r. J. R. G ibbs a nd  M r. F. H. C. D ixon ente red  in to  
p a rtn e rsh ip  in N o vem ber 1948  and  a re  p ra c tis ing  under 
the  s ty le  o f  G ibbs a nd  D ixon in W in d h o e k , S .W .A.
M r. F. L. J a rre tt and  M r. P. A . F ra n k lin  have ente red  
in to  partn e rsh ip  w ith  e ffe c t fro m  1st Septem ber, 1949 , and  
a re  p ra c tis ing  u nder the  sty le  o f  J a rre tt & F rank lin  a t 
H o w a rd  House, M a in  Street, Johannesburg .
REGISTRATIONS
The fo l lo w in g  re g is tra tio n s  have been e ffe c te d  since 
M arch , 194 9 : Practis ing M em bers, Miss R. B o rkow f, Miss 
R. Levinsohn a nd  Messrs. J. W . B igger, R. A . J. G uy, 
K. Kock, J. D. Love ll, J. M orgens te rn , L. A . Reeves: as 
S a la ried  M em bers, Messrs. B. A ustin , R. B la in, M . B. H a rtle y , 
H. J. Kok, J. S. Peters, W . H. A . Place, J. A . S cho fie ld  
and  C. A . S to lo ff.
PROVINCIAL WORK (TRANSVAAL)
LIST OF ACCEPTED TENDERS FOR PROVINCIAL SERVICES FOR QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE, 1949.
S E R V IC E A R C H IT E C T S Q U A N T IT Y  S U R V E Y O R S C O N T R A C T O R S A M O U N T
Selection P a rk  School, S p rin gs : 
A dd ition a l Classrooms.
D epartm enta l D epartm en ta l
F . D. W y b re g t  and Co. 
(P t y )  L td . £ 6 ,3 2 8  0  0
T o itsk raa l P r im a ry  School: 
School and Teachers Quarters. D epartm enta l D epartm enta l
V an  H eerden  &  Johnson 
(P t y )  L td . £ 2 1 ,5 9 8  1 1  3
Potch efs troom  Gymnasium  
H igh  School: G ir l’s Hostel. D epartm enta l D epartm enta l
V an  H eerden  &  Johnson 
(P t y )  L td . £ 4 7 ,1 7 8  1 6  6
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XX S.A. A rch itec tu ra l Record, A ugust, 1949
Entrance Doors and Screen at the S .A . 
Mutual Buildings, Johannesburg, in Bronze 
M etal, manufactured in Johannesburg
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